THE THURSDAY TIMBIT

The Official Newsletter of
The Probus Club of Hamilton Mountain

Meetings are held on the 1*. Thursday of the month (except Dec.) at
The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, 9280 Airport Road, Mount Hope.

Editor — Harley Auty Attendance: 48 members, 1 guest, 1 guest speaker

Highlights of the September 2, 2010 Meeting

For the last time,
President Harley
Auty called the
meeting to order at
9:33 a.m. He
extended a warm
welcome to all
members and to our
guest, Ron Mac-
Dougall (Don Ward).

Angela and Patrick Farrelly 15

First VP Velimir Balta recognized those Angela and Patrick Farrelly will celebrate later
members present who are celebrating this month .
September birthdays and anniversaries.
Vel and Milena Balta 24
Happy September Birthday to:
2nd. V-P Linda
Bob Wright 5 Sinclair introduced
Robert Wilcox 11 our September Guest
Ann Bell 14 Speaker, lan Bell ,
Doug Mackenzie 14 whose topic was
John Pyper 15 “Blind Pigs and
Ron Sinclair 16 Midnight Herring.”
Lise Bazoian 17
Margaret Morison 30 A native of Waterford,
Gerry O'Hara 30 lan Bell currently lives in Paris. He has

worked at the Norwich and District Museum
and Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto.

Happy September Anniversary to: Since 2001, he has been the curator of the
Port Dover Harbour Museum where he

Carol and Colin Anderson 2 enjoys creating exhibits and programming
Joan and Joe Bochsler 7 that tell the story of Southwestern Ontario's
Wayne and Barb Gerrie 10 freshwater heritage. He has combined his
Ron and Dianne MacDiarmid 2 interest in Canadian history and folklore with
Shirley and lan Rowe 14 his musical talents and has been heard on




CBC's Vinyl Cafe, Fresh Air and ldeas,
performing music rooted in the culture of
small town Southwestern Ontario.

lan Bell brought samples of some of the types of
bottles which were smuggled across the border.
(Unfortunately they were empty.)

In the 1880s, Port Dover was an active boat-
building centre.

lan pointed out that "Blind Pigs" were the
speakeasies and "Midnight Herring" was the
epithet applied to shipments of alcohol
smuggled across the border into the United
States from Port Dover in the nineteen-
twenties and -thirties. lan mentioned it was
also called "rum-running" but in fact there
was more whiskey than rum in the
shipments!
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Port Dover had a busy harbour during this exciting
period of time.

At the beginning of the 20th century, there
were Temperance organizations in nearly
every state. By 1916, over half of the U.S.
states already had statutes that prohibited
alcohol. In 1919, the 18th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which prohibited the sale
and manufacture of alcohol, was ratified. It
went into effect on January 16, 1920.

While it was the 18th Amendment that
established Prohibition, it was the Volstead
Act (passed on October 28, 1919) that
clarified the law. The Volstead Act stated that
"beer, wine, or other intoxicating malt or
vinous liquors" meant any beverage that was
more than 0.5% alcohol by volume. The Act
also stated that owning any item designed to
manufacture alcohol was illegal and it set
specific fines and jail sentences for violating
Prohibition.

There were, however, several loopholes for
people to legally drink during Prohibition. For
instance, the 18th Amendment did not
mention the actual drinking of liquor. Since
Prohibition went into effect a full year after
the 18th Amendment's ratification, many
people bought cases of then-legal alcohol
and stored them for personal use. The
Volstead Act allowed alcohol consumption if
it was prescribed by a doctor. Needless to

September 2010 2




say, large numbers of new prescriptions were
written for alcohol.

For people who didn't buy cases of alcohol in
advance or know a "good" doctor, there were
illegal ways to drink during Prohibition. A new
breed of gangster arose during this period.
These people took notice of the amazingly
high level of demand for alcohol within
society and the extremely limited avenues of
supply to the average citizen. Within this
imbalance of supply and demand, gangsters
saw profit.

These

gangsters

would hire men

to smuggle in

rum from the

Caribbean or

whiskey from

Canada and

bring it into the

U.S. Others would buy large quantities of
liqguor made in homemade stills. The
gangsters would then open up secret bars
(speakeasies) for people to come in, drink,
and socialize. There was one speakeasy
right beside the docks in Port Dover!

The liquor inspector was a busy man !
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The arrival of the railroad met the demise of the
expansive boat-building industry in Port Dover.

Gerry O'Hara thanked lan Bell and presented him
with a token of appreciation from the club.

Who Am 1?
Patrick Farrelly gave a very interesting
glimpse into his life. Born in Ireland, he
trained as a nurse in London, England. He
first tried mental health nursing, and private
nursing before taking further training in chest
diseases.
During one of
these training
periods he met
and married
Angela, who is
also a nurse.

Patrick and his
family emigrated
to Hamilton in
June of 1963.
He got a job as
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a certified industrial nurse with Dofasco and
stayed with the company for thirty years!

After having helped to raise four children, and
retiring to follow other pursuits, (running,
speed walking [1976 Olympic Games],
playing the accordian, to name a few),

Patrick now enjoys his membership in Probus
and would be happy to have fellow members
join him on his walks!

Up-Coming Events

Saturday, October 23 , Lunch and the
Races at Flamborough Downs .

Lunchis
$21.25 per
person at noon.
Plus you get a
$5 voucher for
the races or
slots.

Contact Midge
O'Hara to sign
up at 905-679-
8399.

Midge looks forward to
your joining in on the fun!

50/50 Draw

Judy Elliott won one-half of the 50 /50 Draw.

Paul Bochsler won the other half of the 50/50
Draw.

Ron Sinclair reminded members that
the next Dining-Out Adventure

is on Wednesday, September 22, 2010
at Karolina's (Polish Cuisine)

at 757 Barton Street East.

Everyone is invited to join in on an enjoyable
evening of good food and great company.

Contact Ron at 905-679-0245 by Sept. 9th
if you wish to participate in this event.
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Coming Up ..........

At the next meeting, 1st. V-P Linda Sinclair
will distribute a members' survey to dis-
cover new directions in which club members
would like to go.

At this same meeting, Linda will introduce a
Communications Box in order to facilitate
suggestions and concerns being passed
along from the members to the Executive.
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Door Prizes
(Something new for which
you don't have to buy a ticket!)

Joan Wriedt won the DVD “Once About a County".

Gordon Letman won the DVD “Canada
Day 2009 in Caledonia, Ontario”.

Coffee break is always popular!
Chuck Forbeck, Bob Millar, Bill Young and Peter
Marsh took advantage of the opportunity to fill ‘er

up.

Medical Ministry International

Medical Ministry International (MMI)
has invited members of Probus Club of
Hamilton Mountain to donate their old, used
eye glasses (in good condition) to the eye
project teams going to Colombia and other
South American countries.

Please bring the glasses to the next
meeting and they will be passed on to Mary
Lou Spitzer. We will have a basket on the
registration table at each meeting so that you
can bring your old glasses to any meeting
throughout the year!

WORTH NOTING........

All members please contact Joan Wriedt at
905-574-8791, if you are aware that any
member of the club is ill or in distressed
circumstances.

Dues are due! Treasurer Jerrry Disher
would be pleased to receive $40 from you,
as September is the start of our fiscal year.

Christmas Luncheon (Thurs. Dec. 2)
Tickets will be available at the October
Meeting. A bargain at $22 per person!

Annual General Meeting & Elections

Past-President Gwen Marsh presented a
list of names for the election of officers. As
there were no further nominations, all were
acclaimed. Treasurer Jerry Disher pre-
sented a financial report which indicated that
the club is in fine shape.

Past-President - Harley Auty

President - Vel Balta

1st. V-P - Linda Sinclair
2nd. V-P - Joan Wriedt
Treasurer - Jerry Disher
Secretary - Peter Marsh
Speakers - Vel Balta
Newsletter - Harley Auty
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Gwen Marsh presented a Past-President pin to
Harley Auty.

Our new President, Vel Balta, expressed his
thanks to the members and to the Executive for
their support.

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 7
Guest Speaker: Kevin O'Brien
Topic: Estate Planning Advice

Introduction: Jim Foster
Thanks: John Moyer

Special Visitors: Members of the
Ingersoll Probus Club
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On the Lighter Side.......

Now that I'm a year older....here’s what I've
discovered: "I STARTED out with nothing....l
still have most of it."

| finally got my head together, now my body
is falling apart.

Funny, | don’t remember being absent
minded.

If all is not lost, where is it?

The first rule of holes: If you are in one, stop
digging.

| went to school to become a wit, only got
halfway through.

It was all so different before everything
changed.

Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.

| wish the buck stopped here. | could use a
few...

It's not the pace of life that concerns me, it's
the sudden stop at the end.

It's been a great year; | hope you enjoyed it
as much as | did.... Harley

Probus Club of Hamilton Mountain
Executive 2010 - 2011

President. Velimir Balta  905-575-4858
Past-Pres.: Harley Auty 289-239-9129
15t VP: Linda Sinclair 905-679-0245
2" VP: Joan Wriedt ~ 905-574-8791
Secretary: Peter Marsh  905-648-0424
Treasurer: Jerry Disher 905-388-2042
Newsletter: hdauty@cogeco.ca

An Editorial Tip of the Hat to
Joe Bochsler for the photos
and for donating the DVDs
for the draws.
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