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Coffee  9:30 a.m. 
Meeting           10:00 a.m. 

      
 Speaker: David Oster 
 
Topic: Naturopathic Medicine 
           
Profiler: Bill McDougall 
 
Luncheon: Simcoe County Restaurant 
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Click on the Canadian Flag to go directly to the National 
Probus Pages. 

 
Probus in Canada 

  

     Guest Speakers 
Bill Barclay, Ian Davidson, Harry Groves ,Walter Pauls 

 
 
Several members of The Probus Club of Blue Mountain 
recently went on a trip to China and discovered a very modern 
yet ancient country. Bill Barclay, Ian Davidson, Harry Groves, 
and Walter Pauls gave a pictorial presentation on the contrasts 
they found between old and new China. 
  
Beijing, meaning Northern Capital, was the kickoff city for the 
trip. Beijing is structured around 4 Ring roads and has 
approximately 17 million people (20 with visitors), 3 million 
motor vehicles, and 9 million bicycles. Traffic is hectic, even 
scary for those sitting at the front of the bus. Tian’anmen 
Square, most famous for the 1989 student protests, and the 
Forbidden City are located in the centre of the city at a size of 
90 football fields. It was the only spot that a military presence 
was encountered. The Forbidden City was the site for the 
movie “The Last Emperor”. Not very far away is the equally 
large and opulent Summer Palace built overlooking an 
artificial lake.  Hutongs are older sections of the city that are 
quickly disappearing for construction although some are 
preserved for tourism via rickshaws. Many Buddhist Temples 
are available for visits such as The Temple of Heaven and the 
Lama Temple. They are mainly constructed of wood and 
worshippers gather to pray and burn incense as an offering. 

Beijing is the host for the 2008 
Olympics so there is tremendous 
construction going on but the 
pollution is very heavy and may cause 
problems. The Olympics start on 
08/08/2008 at 8:08 p.m. Guess what 
number is a lucky for the Chinese 
people. If you look at the Olympic 
symbol the running figure is actually 
the character meaning “jing”. 

 
The Great Wall is just outside Beijing. It’s origins date back to 
453 BC and was built for defence approx. 5660 km long. The 
wall is very steep and is 5 horses wide from tower to tower. 
Mao once said “You’re not a man until you have climbed the 



Great Wall”. Now  days you will find the Wall lined with very 
aggressive vendors. 
 
The second city visited was the “small” walled city of Xi’an, 
consisting of only 3 million people. Xi’an has a 14K wall 
around the centre core of the city, one of the few cities with 
walls completely intact. Towers were stationed at a distance of 
120 meters apart on the wall since archers could shoot arrows 
60 meters, thereby covering all angles of approach.  
Nearby is the fantastic archaeological dig where life sized 
Terracotta Warriors were discovered in 1974 by farmers 
digging a well. Over 8000 warriors, chariots and horses have 
been 
excavated, 
all facing 
east. They 
were created 
to defend the 
first emperor 
of China 
when he 
entered the 
afterlife and 
continued his rule. 
 
Chongqiung is city with the largest municipal area (roughly 
the size of Austria) and population in China, 31 million people 
census 2005. “Can you say Canada in one city?” One reason 
for the explosion of population in Chongquing is due to the 
resettlement of refugees from the Three Gorges Dam project. 
The Yangtze River is the third longest River in the world but 
is number one when it comes to being polluted. 
Approximately 4 million people were removed along the 
Yangtze River due to the higher water levels, still to rise 
another 30 meters upon completion. Entire cities have been 
moved, bridges destroyed to allow for shipping, and new 
bridges constructed. Ocean going vessels will be able to travel 
from Shanghai all the way to Chongquing. 

 
The Three Gorges 
Dam, the largest 
dam in the world, 
will be completed 
in 2009. It is 
designed to control 
flooding along the 
Yangtze as well as 
provide electricity 

from its generators. 
 
Traveling by bus through the countryside, called the Rice 
Bowl of China, found rice paddies, fish farms, and cotton 
fields. It was pointed out that in the 1960’s China could not  
produce enough rice to feed the population and severe 
starvation occurred with over 20 million people dying from 
starvation. The world was only made aware of this in the 
1980’s.  In the 1970’s hybrid rice was developed which was 3 
to 4 times more productive and they now have more than 
enough rice and have been able to develop other crops. The 3 
main crops are rice, cotton and canola. They also have many 
fish farms, turtle farms, and they grow a lot of sesame and 
lotus roots. 
 

Population control has been a major issue in China. Their 
solution is the “One Child Policy”. This has created many 
“Little Emperors”  ie. spoiled kids.  One child policy across 
China is strictly enforced in the cities. In the country there is 
more leniency, if they have a girl first then they are allowed to 
have a second child. When they refer to a family they mean 7 
people, 2 grammas, 2 grampas, mom and dad and the “Little 
Emperor” or “Little Empress”. Demographics are changing 
rapidly, resulting in no aunts or uncles. 

The people are 
very active and 
can be found in 
squares and parks 
singing, ballroom 
dancing, playing 
cards, and even 
playing paddle 
ball with visitors. 
 

Several interior cities were visited, each with its distinct 
charm:  

·  Suzhou with its Grand Canal, referred to as the 
Venice of China 

·  Guilin surrounded by very unique and picturesque 
mountain formations near where “Survivor China” 
was held 

·  Wuhan, a very industrial city of 8 million 
 
The group took several cruises while in China experiencing 
the beauty of the country: a three day cruise on the Yangtze, a 
side trip along Shennong Stream, and a cruise on the Li River 
which was used as a reward on Survivor China. 

 
 
Shanghai is the financial capital of China and perhaps the 
world. It is composed of many different ethnic districts 
including British, French, German, and Jewish with the new 
Pudong District across the harbour. There are over 4800 
buildings over 25 stories in the inner core of the city. 
Construction is ongoing as the buildings get higher and higher, 
the newest to be 99 stories tall. At night the city lights up and 
is a spectacular view from a harbour cruise. 
The Maglev Train (magnetic levitation) is the fastest train in 
the world, traveling from Shanghai to the airport in 7.5 
minutes reaching a speed of 430 k/hour. 
Hong Kong is very westernized and of course the population 
is a little heavier. It is not fully incorporated into China (they 
have 50 years) and was actually arrived at as an international 
flight from mainland China. Twenty miles outside of Hong 
Kong drivers must switch from the left to the opposite side of 
the road entering China proper. 
For those who have experienced the “apprehension?” when 
landing at the old Hong Kong Airport, a new modern airport 
has been constructed. 



 

Profiler  

 
Brian Hickey 

 
Brian sought out advice on what 
people were looking for in a good 
profile talk….and that was certainly 
enlightening…. Don’t be BORING!! 
Don’t be LONG!! 
 
Editor’s Note: Brian was definitely not 
boring but Jim had to cut him off �  
 
Brian noted that if there was one word 
used to “capture” things in his life it 
would be LUCK!! 
If anyone has had the privilege of 
kissing the Blarney Stone, after 
kissing the stone if you sit up and look 
to your right…you’re looking at the 
Doyle farm, the family farm on his 
mother’s side.  With roots adjacent to 
the Blarney Stone, it’s natural to have 
the LUCK of the IRISH! 
 
Born in Toronto as a war baby, he 
spent the first year of his life in 
Roaches Point, the next nine years in 
Ajax, and the next nine years in 
Markham. As a teenager at Markham 
District High School he tolerated 
school, loved sports, and had a single 
minded focus on girls while working 
part time. 
 
His first significant job was to “skin 
wieners”. Butchers used to actually 
advertise their hot dogs as “skinless”.   
A wiener is made in a casing; and in 
1960, they were paid one penny per 
pound to skin off the casing.  He 
learned two important things from this 
experience: the harder you worked, 
the more you got paid and no matter 
how hard you worked skinning 
wieners, you weren’t going to get rich. 
Brian’s second significant job was as 
the personal caddy for a man named 
Nelson Marshall Davis who was 

owner and sole member of the Box 
Grove Golf and Country Club which 
eventually was purchased by IBM as 
their company course.  From this 
experience he learned a very important 
thing, when you own the golf course; 
you really do get to make the rules!! 
 
Brian returned to Markham after 
graduating from St. Michael’s College 
at the University of Toronto with a 
degree in “esoteric arts”. 
 
After 6 weeks his father suggested 
employment would be a good thing so 
he headed for Toronto. Figuring jobs 
were to be found to the west and 
south, he headed east until arriving at 
Jarvis Street and the Confederation 
Life Building.  Within 4 hours he had 
a job in group underwriting in a 
company over 85% female with 70% 
single. LUCKY! The best luck was 
being introduced to his future wife 
Wendy by a co-worker. 
Brian went back to the U of T to get a 
Master’s in Business Administration 
focusing on finance but landed a job 
with General Foods in their marketing 
department. 
After two years with General Foods in 
Toronto, he was recruited to join 
S.C.Johnson (Johnson’s Wax) to 
market their insecticide products and 
to investigate the potential for a 
“personal care” business in Canada. 
Lucky again, at an insecticide sales 
conference in Banff Alberta he 
roomed with the head of Johnson’s 
global marketing efforts. 
Along the way, Brian was lucky to 
have son’s Christopher and Joshua 
arrive. 
Brian was promoted to the global 
marketing operations staff (a 
promotion of five levels) and was 
assigned to move to Asia, as a 
regional director at the tender age of 
31, living in the Philippines.  
Many strange escapades happened 
there including visiting Mrs. Marcos 
at the Malacanang Palace for lunch. 
 
Editor’s Note: Here’s where Jim’s 
yank came �  Sooo to encapsulate 
Their next move was a return to the 
Johnson Head Office in Racine 
Wisconsin.  Brian was assigned as the 
“Director of Strategic Planning”, 
which he was assured was an 
important step in his career 
development. He spent a great deal of 

time working directly with Sam 
Johnson who was the CEO of the 
company at that time…but Brian 
missed the action. 
 
He was offered some action… 
recruited to join Harlequin Enterprises 
and so the Hickeys decided to return 
to Canada. 
Brian joined Harlequin Enterprises in 
1981, ad Vice President of Corporate 
Development. 
In 1982, he was appointed President of 
the North American Operations. 
In 1985, he was appointed President 
and COO of the company. 
.In 1988, he was appointed President 
and CEO of the company 
In 1992, he was appointed Chairman 
and CEO of the company. 

 
In 2001, Brian retired to Collingwood. 
 
 

January Meeting 
 
President Jim Mills called the meeting 
to order with some “cultural” 
information: 1 in 10 households in 
Canada still use rabbit ears for 
television, 39 American states have 
Canada as their largest foreign trading 
partner, 700 American companies are 
headquartered in Mississauga, 86 of 
which are Fortune 500 companies. 
 
Ernie Purkis reminded members of the 
Annual Men’s Curling Bonspiel. 
Several teams are still needed.  
Ernie reminded that potential profilers 
should be ready to present. 
“Remember, your life is not THAT 
dull”.  
Jim recognized five guests that were 
introduced at the meeting, a Peter, a 
Bill, a Jack, and two Kens. 
 
Jim Quirk described a program being 
run to prepare tax returns for low 
income families using Quicktax 
software. Volunteers are requested to 
contribute only half a day a week for 8 
weeks. 
Bill Halpenny presented a financial 
report, reminding members to pick up 
their $25 vouchers. Use of the voucher 
for social events has been extended 
until the end of May. 
Tom Staples reported that the Legends 
Dinner on January 16th was an 
excellent event and reminded 



members of the Apres Ski Luncheon 
on February 25th. As of meeting time 
there was still room for members on 
the ski trip to France. 
 
Doug Wannamaker commented on the 
special email sent to members offering 
a one time deal to see Wayne Newton 
at Casino Rama for $35 including bus 
and a $20 voucher for a buffet meal. 
WHAT A DEAL!! 
Report on members’ response to the 
Christmas Party at the Blue Mountain 
Inn: 

·  excellent location and 
settings 

·  prefer plated meal over buffet 
·  the meal was good & hot 
·  people lingered to chat 
·  the majority didn’t miss the 

entertainer 
 
Next year the Christmas Dinner will 
again be booked for Blue Mountain 
Inn for December 18th. 
 
Ron Lant encouraged members to 
attend the Computer Meeting on 
Thursday January 24th at the Library 
and bring along their favorite web site.  
 
Hugh Franklin noted that members 
must pay membership dues by the end 
of January or be required to rejoin 
including the $55 fee.  
Hugh presented a membership badges 
to Jamie Carrasco and Bill Wall.  

 

 
Bill Wall, Jamie Carrasco  

 

Computer Group 
 

The computer group held its first 
meeting of 2008 on January 24th at the 
Collingwood Library. Harry Groves 
gave a presentation on the use of 
Microsoft Photo Story to make a very 
professional looking presentation of 
your photos, adding fades, music, and 
narration. The best part is that the 
software is free from Microsoft. 
Members shared some of their favorite 
web sites: 

·  www.canadiangeographic.ca/
atlas   an online atlas 

·  http://maps.google.ca/maps 
why not show exact 
directions to your house for 
that Super Bowl party? 

·  www.snopes.com check out 
what are myths and urban 
legends on the internet 

·  www.vrbo.com  check for 
vacation rental homes by 
owner 

·  www.frommers.com  check 
out places to visit on your 
vacation 

·  www.komando.com  keep up 
to date on computer 
happenings with the 
computer goddess 

·  www.seatguru.com  book the 
best seat possible on your 
next flight 

·  www.foodnetwork.com  find 
that recipe you are looking 
for 

 
Ron Lant passed out more information 
regarding the battle between HD DVD 
and Blu-Ray technology for high 
definition DVD players. It was felt 
that we should stay on top of this topic 
for the benefit of our members 
thinking of purchasing in the future. 
 

 

   Lucky Winners 50/50 

 
Gord Barrie, Paul Hurst, Ross Dainty, 

Chuck MacDaid 

 
Lighter Side 

 
A man goes to see a phsychiatrist 
in the nude, totally wrapped in 
seran wrap.The phsychiatrist takes 
one look at him and says---" I can 
clearly see your nuts ". 
 
My Next Life  
   
I want to live my next life 
backwards!  
   
You start out dead and get that out of 
the way right off the bat.  

   
Then, you wake up in a nursing home 
feeling better every day.  
   
When you are kicked out of the home 
for being too healthy, you spend 
several years enjoying your retirement 
and collecting benefit checks.  
   
When you start work, you get a gold 
watch on your first day.  
   
You work 40 years or so, getting 
younger every day until pretty soon 
you're too young to work.  
   
So then, you go to high school: play 
sports, date, drink, and party.  
   
As you get even younger, you become 
a kid again.  
   
You go to elementary school, play, 
and have no responsibilities.  
   
In a few years, you become a baby and 
everyone runs themselves ragged 
keeping�you happy.  
   
You spend your last 9 months floating 
peacefully in luxury, spa-like 
conditions: central heating, room 
service on tap.  
   
Until finally... you finish off as an 
orgasm.  

� I rest my case. 
 
Job Opening 
  
 A guy walks into the local welfare 
office to pick up his check.  He 
marched  straight up to the counter 
and said, "Hi.  You know, I just 
HATE drawing welfare.  I'd really 
rather have a job." 
  
The social worker behind the counter 
said, "Your timing is excellent. We  
 just got a job opening from a very 
wealthy old man who wants a 
chauffeur and  bodyguard for his 
beautiful daughter.   
You'll have to drive around in his 
Mercedes, and he'll supply all of your 
clothes.  Because of the long hours,  
meals will be provided.  You'll be 
expected to escort the daughter on her 
overseas holiday trips and you will 
have to satisfy her sexual urges. 



 You'll be provided a two-bedroom 
apartment above the garage.  The 
salary is $200,000 a year." 
  
 The guy, wide-eyed, said, "You're 
bullshittin' me!" 
 The social worker said, "Yeah, 
well...you started it." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 

The following is the 2007 winning 
entry from an annual contest at Texas 
A&M University calling for the most 
appropriate definition of a 
contemporary term.  

This year's term was POLITICAL 
CORRECTNESS.  
THE ENTRY SAID: 
  

"Political Correctness is a doctrine, 
fostered by a delusional, illogical, 
liberal minority-- and rabidly 
promoted by an unscrupulous 
mainstream media--which holds forth 
the proposition that it is entirely 
possible to pick up a turd by the 
clean end!" 

�

                    Social  Calendar 
                 Probus  Club  of  Blue  Mountain  
 
                    JANUARY    2008       

 
Feburary 14 Probus Men’s Inter- Club Curling Bonspiel   Collingwood Curling Club 
Thursday Draws and Times – Details on Reverse Side     Lunch Included  
Ernie Purkis 466 2681       $128 Per Team /  $32PP 
 
            
February 25 Legends Apres Ski Luncheon     T.S.C 
Monday  Plus Regal Jazz Band      $22pp Members 
Tom Staples 446 2916       $27pp Guests 
 
 
March 19 Casino Rama        $35pp  ***** 
Wednesday            Mixed 
Doug Wannamaker  Entertainment  Wayne Newton     

     445 9255         Show time      8pm 
   Bus   Departure  LTC    4pm 
                Return    LTC    11pm 
 
 
   ***** Includes $20 voucher- buffet, tea, coffee-pop   
       Return bus Fare 
       All taxes         
       Minimum group “40 “ Tickets  
                     Maximum group “ 56 “ Tickets 
  
 
        
---------------------------------------Recurring Month ly Events------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Paul Ruppel Investment Discussion Group 2nd Tuesday every Month        Collingwood Library  
  466 3422                     Feb 12th, Mar 11th          12.15pm  $2pp         
                             Apr 8th, May 13th  
 
Ron Lant Computer Group 4th Thursday every Month      Collingwood Library 
  466 6262     Jan 24th, Feb 28th           12 noon    $2pp   
      Mar 27th, Apr 24th      
              

Clive Turnock Masters Of Kitchen Bridge Fall & Winter dates         LTC 1.30 to 4pm  
  444 2630  Jan 16th, 30th                      $2pp          

       Feb 13th, 27th   
       Mar 12th, 26th    Apr 9th, 23rd  


